
te
g
l+ Wrpsz/mz-

Dt(.fGilt
M! NH|RAL:j e,_l+dr,,:, ri,t! tr/t

The Salt Lake Tribune IITAII 3. 1995

Groups Oppose Cleanup of S. Utalt Tailings
By Julie Lindquist Applegate

SPECIAL TO THE TRTBUNE

ST. GEORGE - Cleanup work could begin this month at
an old mine tailings processing site near the historic min-
ing,;fia of Silver Reef in Washington County.

'.,Jite,-l? miles. northwest of St. George, is-close to
watei supplies used by the city and is popular with hikers,
motoreyclists and horseback riders.

It also contains PCBs, arsenic, mercury and lead, along
with buried 50-gallon drums of flammable materials with a
nashpoint as low as 105 degrees. This, in an area where
summer temperatures are often above 100 degrees.

But an official with 5M Corp., the company that owns
dnd operates the site, says eoncerns expressed by the Envi
ronmental Protection Agency are exaggerated, and that
ageney's action is designed to close Silver Reef down to
future housing and mineral development.

"It's nothing more than several different groups that
have an ax to grind using government officials to do what
they would like to see accomplished," said Jerry Glazier,

president of 5M Corp.
The eompany has plans to develop 600 acres it owns near

Silver Reef including, the 320 acres the processing plant
sits on.

Utah Rep. Met Johnson R-New Harmony, has also ex-
pressed objections to the EPA's plans for the site.

"They [EPA] have held 5M totally hostage in this situa-
tion. The mines and eyanide have been there for more than
100 years," he said. "It's the bureaucracy - they've blown
this out of all proportion ethically and rnorally."

But EPA officials say the cleanup is needed to protect
visitors and residents of Silver Reef, which was a booming
silver rrining town in the late l800s.

The processing site is not feneed, and EPA officials be-
lieve a high level of human activity in the area seriously
increases health risks. Officials also fear toxils could es-
cape the site and pollute precious water resources in the
area,

Of particular concern is the potential contamination of
Quail Creek Reservoir, which lies three miles from the

processing site and provides culinary water to residents of
St. George.

Peter Stevenson, on-site coordinator lor the EPA, said
nearby irrigation ditches and holding ponds are also
threatened, and that a wetter than average winter in south-
ern Utah has made cleanup more timely.

"Two years ago the area had significant rains, and we
don't want to risk a significant release," said Stevenson.
"Right now, any rain that falls is going to make it worse."

EPA documents state that water in the collection and
overflow ponds is "aeutely toxic," and if it gets into irriga'
tion ditches or ponds could do substantial harm.

Another person who would like the cleanup to get under
way is Morgan Jensen, district environmental coordinator
with the Washington County Water District.

Stevenson estimates the project will eost $4?0,000, and
will be paid for with money from a Superfund removal
program, although the site is not on the national priorities
list.

However, the EPA will seek reimbursement of cleanup
costs from past and current owners and operators.

"We're going to have to cover probably a million dollars
for something we're innoeent on," Glazier said.
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t,\ltlrUr ,) Bill Would OPen l)oor
For Suits Against StateLash Out on

lnbbyist
Reforms

By Dan Harrie
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

Lobbyist reform legislation hit
a speed bump on Utah's Capitol
Hill on Thursday.

Lawmakers, angered by pro-
posed tightening of laws on lobby-
ins and qift-givinq. lashed out at

YESTERDAY:
I Resolution HJRI 0 was in-

troduced warning against a
new world order.

I House Bill 5/ requiring li-
censing for drop-off child
centers is on hold; and
H8262 protecting public
breast leeding is awaiting
commitlee assignment.

I Senate State and Local Af-
tairs Committee unanimous-
ly approved SB94 1o allow
some assaulted Utahns to
sue the government tor neg-
ligence.
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TODAY:
I Senior Day at the Legisla-

ture, I a.m. to 2 p.m. for all
counlies excePt Salt Lake
County, State Office Build-
ing auditorium. Registration
begins at 8:15 a.m. Box
lunch orovided.

l8 a.m. - House Education
Committ€e considers
H8190 college savings in-
centives, Room 303.

l8 a.m. - Senate Judiciary
Committee mulls SB81 ex'
panding number ol iudges;
SB97 county Junding for

By Sheila R. McCann
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

A Senate committee voted
Thursday to open a narrow crack
in the state's immunity shield, al-
lowing some Utahns who are as-
saulted through government neg'
ligence to file lawsuits.

But the sponsor of Senate Bill
94, Sen. Robert Montgomery, R-
North Ogden, removed Provisions
that would have raised state limits
on how much money residents can
recover.
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ing. "I realize it was political but I
was sad."

State attorneys have used the
caps to chop down jury negli-
gence awards for millions of dol-
lars.

Now, Montgomery's amended
bill makes a single change: It cre-
ates a tightly focused exception to
the government's complete im-
munity in assault cases.

Victims would be able to sue if
they met two conditions: Their at-
tacker cannot be a government
pmnlovpc and offieials mrrst havp


